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Subject:  "Style  Plus  Comfort  in  the  Children's  Spring  Outfits."    Written  by 
Clarice  L.  Scott,  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
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This  morning  I  shall  "broadcast  a  talk  on  spring  clothes  for  children,  pre- 
pared "by  Clarice  Scott,  of  the  Bureau  of  Hone  Economics.  All  of  you  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  clothes  of  well-dressed  children,  will  want  to  hear  this  talk. 

STYLE  PLUS  COMFORT  IN  CHILDREN'S  SPRING  OUTFITS 

Don't  you  always  sigh  with  pity,  as  you  turn  through  the  old  family  portrait 
album?    Poor  little  girl  of  yesteryear,  how  uncomfortable  she  must  have  been,  in  her 
stiffly  starched  petticoat,  and  ruffled  pantalettes.    Here's  a  wistful  youngster  in 
a  Lord  Fauntleroy  suit,  with  lace  collar  and  cuffs.    No  wonder  he  looks  wistful  — 
I'm  sure  he'd  trade  the  velvet  suit  any  day,  for  a  pair  of  overalls.    Eor  what  good 
is  blue  velvet,  when  a  fellow  wants  to  climb  trees,  and  play  leap-frog?  Nowadays 
we  have  no  patience  with  clothes  that  are  "joy  killers."    Good  taste  in  clothing 
has  come  to  mean  suitability  to  the  requirements  of  the  wearer. 

I  wonder,  sometimes,  whether  children  are  getting  their  share  of  the  new 
freedom  and  comfort  in  clothes.    Often  I'm  inclined  to  think  that  many  children  are 
the  victims  of  a  zealous  mother's  fashion  sense.    Have  you  ever  seen  a  child,  on  the 
street  or  at  play,  bedecked  like  a  Christmas  tree,  with  misplaced,  fragile  trimmings 
To  be  sure,  children  must  have  style  in  their  clothes,  but  there  is  no  style  in 
children's  garments,  unless  they  are  simple  and  comfortable. 

Tne  mother  of  the  well-dressed  child  between  the  ages  of  four  and  six  should 
give  attention  to  several  points,  when  selecting  a  new  spring  outfit.    First,  there* 
size.     Clothes  must  be  large  enough  so  that  the  child's  activities  are  not  restrict- 
ed in  any  way.    This  is  very  essential,  for  health  as  well  as  happiness.    Neat,  well- 
cut,  light-weight  garments  with  generous  armholes,  well-fitted  shoulders,  end  com- 
fortable waist  bands  are  very  important. 

In  selecting  designs,  consider  the  child's  physical  type  —  that  is,  whether 
he  is  stout,  short,  tall,  or  slender.    Vertical  lines  seemingly  reduce  width  and 
increase  height,  while  horizontal  lines  increase  width  and  decrease  height. 

Every  child,  at  a  very  early  age,  has  a  distinct  personality.     Remember  this, 
when  you  consider  his  wearing  apparel.  The  sturdy,  active  child  is  well  dressed  in 
straight  tailored  lines,  while  the  thin,  delicate,  retiring  type  can  wear  the  dainty 
garments. 

However,  regardless  of  type,  every  child  is  more  attractive  in  simply  designer 
clothes  than  in  over-elaborate  ones.    I  sometimes  think  that  many  unfortunate 
selections  might  be  prevented,  if  "simplicity"  were  written  in  bold  letters,  at  the 
top  of  every  mother's  shopping  list.    Besides  making  a  child  more  attractive,  simple 
clothing  launders  so  easily  and  so  quickly  that  a  fresh  supply  of  play  suits  and 
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dresses  may  be  always  on  hand. 

As  I  went  through  the  yard  goods  section  of  a  department  store  the  other  day, 
I  saw  ginghams  and  similar  cotton  fabrics  in  almost  every  color  imaginable.  They 
were  guaranteed  colors,  of  course,  which  solves  the  problem  of  fading.     It  is 
possible  for  every  child,  blonde  and  brunette,  to  have  inexpensive  but  durable 
play  suits  and  dresses  in  the  most  becoming  colors.    This  spring's  fashionable ^ color 
are  lavender,  blue,  and  green.    These  are  especially  good  for  the  average  blonde, 
but  after  all,  the  fashionable  colors  are  always  the  ones  which  are  most  becoming 
to  the  child,  regardless  of  the  mode  of  the  season. 

Besides  plain  colored  cottons,  there  are  many  lovely  prints.     It  is  well  to 
remember  that  only  the  small,  all-over  designs  are  suitable  for  a  child.    These  make 
very  pretty  dresses  for  little  girls,  when  supplemented  with  plain  collars  and  cuffs. 
This  year,  small  boys  are  wearing  the  prints  for  blouses,  which  are  trinuaed  with  the 
plain  color  of  the  trousers.    The  narrow  striped  broadcloths  make  stylish  blouses 
for  boys,  as  well  as  more  tailored  dresses  for  small  girls.    Besides  attractive 
cotton  fabrics,  there  are  linens  in  plain  colors,  prints,  and  plaids.    They  make 
neat,  cool,  play  suits,  easily  laundered,  although  they  do  wrinkle.    Then,  too, 
linen  is  more  expensive  than  cotton.    Regardless  of  occasion,  cottons  are  always 
in  good  taste  for  children's  clothing. 

For  special  occasions,  little  girls  look  very  smart  in  colored  voiles, 
dimities,  handkerchief  linens,  and  dotted  Swiss.     These  can  be  made  up  simply.  Very 
dainty  trims,  such  as  simple  flat  stitching,  smocking,  cross-stitching,  fagotting 
and  hemstitching  are  neat  finishes. 

The  children's  spring  outfits  are  not  complete  unless  their  shoes  and 
stockings  are  in  harmony.    First,  we  must  see  that  the  shoes  have  a  straight  inner 
line,  flexible  soles,  broad  soft  toes,  and  flat  narrow  heels  which  do  not  rub. 
Laced  elk,  in  smoked  or  brown,  is  smart  this  spring.    A  neutral  color  is  always  a 
safe  choice,  as  it  will  harmonize  with  practically  all  colors  of  suits  or  dresses. 
In  selecting  shoes  and  stockings,  be  sure  they  are  long  enough,  with  room  for 
the  toes  to  push  forward,  in  walking. 

Now  for  the  coat!  The  prevailing  styles  are  light  weight  basket  weaves, 
tweeds,  and  kashas,  having  very  simple  tailored  lines.    There  is  no  weight  on  the 
shoulders.     That's  desirable,  in  children's  coats. 

Last,  but  not  least,  by  any  means,  are  the  hats.    Before  buying  hats,  study 
the  shape  of  your  child's  face.    A  round-faced  child  can  wear  hats  which  turn  up  on 
one  side,  giving  an  angular  effect.    The  thin-faced  boy  or  girl  should  wear 
rounding  lines.    Be  sure  that  the  hat  fits  comfortably,  and  does  not  make  the 
ears  stand  cut.    For  what  child  could  ever  forgive  a  mother  who  made  his  ears^ 
stand  out,  for  life?    Once  again  I  am  reminded  of  a  picture  in  the  old  portrait 
album  —  Uncle  Henry,  at  four,  with  a  small  stiff-brimmed  hat,  resting  solidly 
on  his  ears.  Pictures  of  this  kind  show  us  how  far  we  have  advanced,  in  dressing 
children. 

Nowadays  we  keep  the  whole  costume  in  mind,  when  selecting  color,  type  of  ha 
and  material.     Vfe  consider  style,  but  we  consider  style  plus  comfort. 

Tomorrow:     "Another  April  Dinner." 
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